
                  
 

Kiwanis Club of South Sioux Falls Signature Project 
Adopt a Family at Christmas 2013 

 
Members of South Sioux Kiwanis Club in Sioux Falls, SD, had the unique privilege of playing Santa Claus for a humble 

family of five during the recent Christmas Season.  

 

We were made aware of this family’s needs by personnel at the local day-labor dispatch agency. The father shows up 

there early each morning to ensure that he receives work for the day – and, according to agency personnel, he would 

willingly work seven days a week. The mother is disabled. Two of their children are in middle school, and the other is in 

high school.  

 

After receiving permission from the family to make contact with them, a representative of the club attempted to 

connect with the father by phone. After leaving several messages, she finally received a return call from the mother. The 

father’s pride kept him from responding to initial calls. Upon hearing that members of the club would meet the mother 

and father at a local Wal-Mart and that they could spend up to $500 for whatever would make Christmas special for 

their family (gifts, food, and/or clothing), the mother wept. A date was set.  

 

When representatives from South Sioux Kiwanis arrived at Wal-Mart on the designated date and time, they were met by 

the mother and her aunt. Again, the father could not bring himself to participate. The women were told that they could 

spend up to $500 on this shopping spree, that it was Christmas for the WHOLE family and not just the children - so there 

needed to be gifts in the cart for both mother and father, and that they should call our cell phone when they were 

finished. The South Sioux elves then went to a local restaurant to enjoy food and fellowship.  

 

South Sioux Kiwanians were humbled when they got the call and met the women at the check-out. The only food items 

in the cart were two bags of oranges for the stockings. There were no toys, music, or electronics. In the cart were bed 

pillows for all, winter boots for the children, socks and under garments for every member of the family, gloves and hats, 

and over-the-counter medical supplies. With tears in her eyes, the mother expressed her deep appreciation.  

 

South Sioux Kiwanis was blessed to not only give this family a nice Christmas but also to give them their dignity. When 

the mom walked in the house with sacks and sacks of gifts, her children did not know from where the resources to make 

those purchases came. The mother was so thrilled that her children would not need to be embarrassed in gym class any 

longer. They now had underwear.  

 

It was a very Merry Christmas for South Sioux Kiwanis Club! 

          Submitted by Carol Woltjer   



                  
 

Kiwanis Club of South Sioux Falls Signature Project 
Adopt a Family at Christmas 2014 

 
On December 22, 2014, between the hours of 1:00 and 3:30 p.m., three members of South 
Sioux Kiwanis (Roger I, Mary Lou S, and Carol W) were blessed with the opportunity to 

experience the Spirit of Christmas in its absolutely purest and unadulterated form.  

 

As a Club, South Sioux Kiwanis made a commitment to open our eyes, ears, and hearts to be 

responsive to a struggling family with young children who could use encouragement during the 

holiday season. We waited and watched, and the week before Christmas, were  

lead to the perfect family.  
 

She was a new mother, working as a child care provider at a United-Way-funded day care. She 

and her husband, parents of a six-year-old son, had just welcomed their second child into their 

home less than a month earlier. The father had lost his job shortly after the birth of their second 

child so the mother had requested to return to work from maternity leave early because of their 

financial challenges.  
 

Roger, Mary Lou, and Carol arranged to meet her and her husband at WalMart on Monday, 

December 22, 2014, at 1:00 p.m. The shoppers were prompt. The South Sioux Kiwanis 

ambassadors informed the couple that they had $500 with which to shop and purchase 

ANYTHING (excluding alcohol and cigarettes) that would make Christmas more enjoyable for 

their family. The one stipulation was that they needed to purchase something for each adult—

the mom and the dad—because this was Christmas for their family…not just their children. Cell 
phone numbers were exchanged, and the couple went off with their cart to shop (with 100’s of 

other consumers) while Roger, Mary Lou, and Carol went next door to a local restaurant to enjoy 

food and fellowship. The couple was told to call them when they were ready to check-out so that 

South Sioux Kiwanis could pay for their purchases.  

 

The two-hour dining experience proved to be an enjoyable time of fellowship as the three 
learned more about one another and their passion for Kiwanis and life. After finishing their meal 

and hearing nothing from the shoppers, Roger, Mary Lou, and Carol went back to WalMart to 

wait. Our shoppers appeared a short time later, seemingly both weary and elated. They put 

their carefully-selected items on the belt—things like: pajamas, socks, underwear, baby-care 

items, laundry soap, blankets, belts, jeans, and t-shirts. When the total of $536.05 was 

announced, South Sioux Kiwanis paid the bill. Hugs, words of gratitude, and holiday wishes were 
exchanged among the five adults. The shoppers were grateful for the opportunity to shop with 

dignity; the Kiwanians were grateful to experience what it means to give with dignity; and all 

were blessed by the true Christmas Spirit.  

 

                 
   Submitted by Carol Woltjer   



                   

 

Kiwanis Club of South Sioux Falls Signature Project 

Adopt a Family at Christmas 2015 
 

Amy, a single mother of six children ranging in age from preschool to upper teens, had already been shopping for about 

one-half hour before she met with the Kiwanis members from South Sioux Falls.  She had contacted the club coordinator 

to see if she could begin early because she had to be home to meet her children after school.  The two club 

representatives met with Amy at customer service in the North West Wal-Mart store.  Introductions were exchanged 

and it was indicated to Amy that she had up to $500 to spend  to help make Christmas special for her and her family. It 

was emphasized to her that she needed to get something for herself also.  She was to contact the two member when 

she was finished with her shopping. 

 

Amy left with her cart and the two club members enjoyed a cup of coffee and visitation while they waited for Amy to 

finish.  About one and one-half hours later, Amy was ready to check out.  Amy made sure that she had something for 

everyone in her family.  She had purchased clothing for each child, some games for the children, and food items 

including some meat.  She did select a simple top for herself.   

 

After check out, Amy expressed her gratitude and appreciation.  She related to the Kiwanis Club members that her ex-

husband, who was supposed to help with the Christmas expenses, was in jail. He had been stalking and harassing her 

during the past two weeks.  She indicated that it had been a very difficult two weeks and that it had taken a stressful 

tole on her.  Her ex-husband was now not in a position to help with any Christmas food, gifts or celebration.  Thus, this 

gift from the South Sioux Falls Kiwanis club was a blessing to her and her family.   

 

Experiences such as the one above make one realize how blessed we really are when we  

have more than enough to eat, many cloths to wear, lots of choices for entertainment, and a stable family life.  We are 

blessed to be a  blessing to others.  South Sioux Falls Kiwanis Club had been blessed with the resources to bless another 

who was in need.  This is a reflection of the true meaning of Christmas. 

 

 

                                  Submitted by Al Herrboldt   


